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The Great Depression of the 1930s had given way to an 
uncertain world full of violence and strife on a scale never 
seen before. No wonder people looked to figures like 
Captain America, armed with an indestructible shield, to 
bring them hope. 
Could it be that the reason our culture can’t get enough of 
superheroes is that we find ourselves in another age of 
deep uncertainty and abiding fear? We may not be 
currently engaged in a world war against other nations, but 
we’re being told that a meteoric rise in anxiety and panic is 
taking place among the global population. Mental health 
professionals are inundated with the needs of people who 
are overwhelmed by very real concerns about a pandemic, 
political turmoil, economic uncertainty, terrorism, etc. And 
all of this is exacerbated by technology that constantly 
confronts us with a cacophony of media sources – all 
clamoring for our attention (and money). Social media 
stokes the fire of insecurity and hatred. 
Philosophers such as Charles Taylor have pointed to the 
fact that we are living in what he calls “a secular age.” 
People around the world are increasingly avoiding the 
attempt to build their lives on some transcendent truth, on 
something that comes from beyond themselves. Values 
such as meaning, truth, and goodness now become 
subjective, relative, based on “your own truth.” 
Into this cosmic mess, the prophet Isaiah speaks to us 
today, reminding us that God is God, and that we are not. 
And this is good news, because God is good, and He’s in 
control. He’s working out a plan to fix everything that’s 
wrong with the world. And God’s plan centers on a hero, a 
rescuer who will swoop in and dramatically reverse the 
curse of sin and sorrow and suffering.   
The texts that we will examine as a church family during 
the month of September center on this hero. Earlier, back 

2021 Sermon Series: “The Book of Isaiah: God's Heart to Rescue & Restore” 
September's theme: “I Need a Hero: The One Who Comes to Rescue” 
I think it’s fascinating how superhero movies are currently enjoying an unprecedented popularity. My parents 
grew up with Superman and Batman in black and white and technicolor TV. Comic books describing all kinds 
of different heroes have been popular at times over the past century. But from 1960-2000, there were a total 
of 19 major superhero movies produced (13 from DC comics and 6 from Marvel comics, if you’re interested 
in that kind of stuff). Since then, in the past 20 years alone there have been 63 superhero movies (15 from 
DC, 48 from Marvel) that have combined to generate billions of dollars in revenue. What is this all about?          
I have a theory … 
Comic book aficionados refer to the time between 1938 and 1950 as “the golden age” of superhero comics. 
You may recall that the world was plunged into a global war that resulted in the death of millions. Power-

hungry madmen like Hitler and Stalin instilled fear and panic across the globe as they wiped out entire populations.  
Nathan Parker 
Senior Pastor 

Sept 5 
Sept 12 
Sept 19 
Sept 26

He Shall Perform His Purpose (48:1-22)

I Will Make You a Light for the Nations (49:1-50:3)

Wake Yourself, Wake Yourself (51:9-52:12)

Pierced for Our Transgressions (52:13-53:12


in chapter 42, we were introduced to an unnamed “servant” unlike 
anyone else. He would be God’s instrument in bringing justice to the 
world, in making things right, not through military force, but through 
a gentle and gracious, subversive yet effective kind of power. 
We’re going to see the three other “servant songs” in Isaiah this 
month. First the servant speaks in chapter 48, “The Lord has sent 
me, and his Spirit” (v.16). He reminds us that God will save those 
that turn to Him. Then in chapter 49 the servant speaks again “as a 
light for the nations” (v.6). He will rescue God’s people and become 
the ruler of all nations. 
But then in chapter 50 we see  
a plot twist – the servant will  
suffer greatly. He will be  

continued on next page…



Women’s Fall Bible Study “Anxious”

Join us for this 8-session study to learn how we can practically take hold of the perfect 
peace that is only available through God as we dive deeply into His Word, embrace 
the practice of prayer, and live authentically in the support of our communities of faith. 
Study Options: 
     • Tuesday nights on zoom at 6:30, led by Julie McGlasson 
     • Thursday mornings in-person at 9:30am at Woodmont, led by Lil Cook 
Visit our website or call Lil  for more info and to sign up!
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General Information 
Main Phone: 615.297.5303 
WBIS (WBC info service): 615.298.3100 
Weekday Preschool: 615.297.2810

Website: woodmontbaptist.com  
Facebook: facebook.com/wbcnashville 
Weekly eNews: To receive our eNews, 
sign up on our website or email Lil Cook. 
Text Alerts: Text “wbctextalerts” to 
781-728-9542 to receive emergency info 
from us about church closings due to 
inclement weather. 
Woodmont’s Live TV Broadcast 
Sundays, 10:30am on MYTV30 (Comcast 
Channel 14)  
Live streaming on Facebook and on our 
website! You can also view our past 
services online on our website.

PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH FAMILY

• Reta Higgins     • Laura Tarpley     • Jan Regen     • Randy Hoffman
Continuing Concerns:

Sympathy to:

FRONTRUNNERS’ SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
• Jan Regen 
• Jamie Dunham 
• Frank Orr 

• Reta Higgins 
• Jeanne Rudolph 
• Sue Myrick 

• Betty Lingerfelt 
• Doyle Franklin

AUGUST GIVING
DURING THE WEEK OF: 8/1 8/8 8/15 8/22 8/29

Weekly Receipts $28,429 $12,681 $21,730 $18,206 $17,950

Year to Date Budget $409,500 $432,250 $455,000 $477,750 $500,500

Year to Date Receipts $400,576 $413,257 $434,987 $453,193 $471,143

WELCOME WOODMONT’S 
NEWEST MEMBER!

Haley Hill

• Janelle Schlamp, whose grandfather passed away 
• Ryan Snellen, whose uncle passed away 
• The family of Tina Hunt Frost 
• The family of Phil Valentine

mocked, beaten, and rejected by the very people He was sent to save. And yet He 
suffers willingly, taking the punishment with a supernatural courage and bravery. And 
before we get to the final servant song, we’ll hear Isaiah’s wake-up call, the call the get 
up and get going into our new lives as God’s children. And finally, in the most famous 
passage in Isaiah, we’ll get a clear picture of who our Rescuer really is in chapters 52 
and 53 – “wise … high and lifted up … exalted” as the Great Servant of the Lord. But 
at the same time, He would be “despised and rejected, a man of sorrows … pierced 
for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities.” 
God knows exactly what we need. The good news, the gospel, is that He has sent us 
a Hero that is infinitely better than any made-up superhero could possibly be. We can 
now take great delight and comfort in knowing that our Hero will win the great battle 
against evil and free us completely. My prayer is that as we immerse ourselves in these 
hero texts this month, we will learn to live more fully into the certainty of our rescue 
through the perfect Hero – our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Messiah. 
Grace and peace,

• Cam & Makenna Parker on the birth of their daughter, Numa, on August 23.
Congratulations to:

POW-WOW: TN History & Archives Field-trip

Monday, September 13 at 10am 
Join us Monday, September 13, for a personal tour of the new 
Tennessee History & Archives Building. We will leave 
Woodmont at 10am for the 10:30 tour which lasts an 
hour. There is plenty of walking (but no stairs). After the tour 
we will have lunch. We can take 13 on our bus so reserve 
your spot soon by calling Lil at the church (615-297-5303).
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